*    ACCESSION    *

governess, the Baroness Lehzen. He noted in his diary:
*At dinner I sat next to the Baroness, who assured me
that the Princess was a delightful child, not at all shy,
fond of music and drawing, and has a great facility for
learning modern languages. She always sleeps in her
mother's room, and from the time she could speak has
never been left alone with a servant. The Baroness
always sits and reads to her while she dresses, and sits
in her bedroom until the Duchess goes to bed/ Even the
Duchess seems to have known remarkably little of her
own daughter.

Her confirmation by the Archbishop of Canterbury in
1855 was described by a lady who was present as 'a very
affecting ceremony'. The Archbishop gave her a 'pater-
nal exhortation' on 'the duties she was called on to
fulfil'. 'Her mother stood by her side, weeping audibly,
as did the Queen and the other ladies. The old King
frequently shed tears, nodding his head at each impres-
sive pan of the discourse. The little Princess was
drowned in tears and frightened to death.' She had,
evidently, acquired an insight into her responsibilities.
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William IV had been expected to die for so long that
when he actually did so his death came as a surprise.
Here is part of a letter by Mary Berry, an unusually
well informed lady, written a week before it.

*I am writing to you in anxious suspense or rather I
should say, very active curiosity to know whether we
are still under the rule of William the 4th, or whether
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